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Part I:  Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                                                  10 MARKS                                                                             

Read the poem and answer all the questions below.                                                                                        
 

Water Picture  

In the pond in the park  

all things are doubled1: 

Long buildings hang and  

wriggle2 gently. Chimneys  

are bent legs bouncing  

on clouds below. A flag  

wags like a fishhook  

down there in the sky. 

 

The arched stone bridge  

is an eye, with underlid  

in the water. In its lens  

dip crinkled heads with hats  

that don't fall off. Dogs go by,  

barking on their backs.  

A baby, taken to feed the  

ducks, dangles upside-down,  

a pink balloon for a buoy3. 

 

Treetops deploy a haze of  

cherry bloom for roots,  

where birds coast4 belly-up  

in the glass bowl of a hill;  

from its bottom a bunch  

of peanut-munching children  

is suspended by their  

sneakers, waveringly. 

 

 

 

 

A swan, with twin necks  

forming the figure three,  

steers between two dimpled  

towers doubled. Fondly  

hissing, she kisses herself,  

and all the scene is troubled: 

water-windows splinter5,  

tree-limbs tangle, the bridge  

folds like a fan.  

 

May Swenson 

 

 

*1  doubled – repeated       *2  wriggle – twist about     

 *3 buoy – an anchored float serving as a navigation mark 

 *4 coast – move smoothly    *5 splinter – break up into small fragments  

Track 2 Track 2 Track 2 

https://www.poemhunter.com/may-swenson/poems/
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1. Is this a traditional or modern poem? Give one reason for your answer.               1 mark [      ] 

 

___________________________________________________________________________                                                                             

 

                                                                            

2. Quote 2 words from line 1 to line 6 which show movement.                                1 mark [      ] 

 

        i.  __________________________________   ii. ____________________________________ 

 

 

3.                                   A flag  

              wags like a fishhook 

              down there in the sky.                                                                                         1 mark [      ] 

   

 What figure of speech is used in these lines?    ________________________   

 

                   

4. What figure of speech is used to describe the reflection of the stone bridge in the water?  

Comment on the effectiveness of this image.                                                            2 marks [      ] 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Dogs go by/ barking on their backs is an example of _____________________________. 

 

                                                                                                                                     1 mark [      ] 

6. Quote an example of onomatopoeia from stanza 3 and one from stanza 4.                1 mark [      ] 

                            

i.  __________________________________   ii. ____________________________________ 

 

7. In the last stanza, the swan kisses herself. What figure of speech is used here?         1 mark [      ] 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

8. The poet uses her imagination to give us an unusual poem describing the upside down world 

reflected in the water of the pond in the park. Comment on the stanza which you liked most.  

Support your answer with quotes.                                                                              2 marks [      ] 

                                                                                                           

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part II:  Prose – Unprepared Text                                                                                  10 MARKS 

Read the text carefully then answer the questions below. 

 

Dancing had not begun yet, but the band had stopped tuning, and the noise was so great it seemed 

that when it did begin to play it would never be heard. Leila, pressing close to Meg, looking over 

Meg’s shoulder, felt that even the little quivering coloured flags strung across the ceiling were 

talking. She quite forgot to be shy; she forgot how in the middle of dressing she had sat down on the 

bed with one shoe off and one shoe on and begged her mother to ring up her cousins and say she 

couldn’t go after all. She clutched her fan, and gazing at the gleaming, golden floor, the azaleas1, 

the lanterns, the stage at one end with its red carpet and gilt chairs and the band in one corner, she 

thought breathlessly, “How heavenly; how simply heavenly!” 
 

All the girls stood grouped together at one side of the doors, the men at the other. “This is my little 

country cousin Leila. Be nice to her. Find her partners; she’s under my wing,” said Meg, going up 

to one girl after another. Strange faces smiled at Leila –sweetly, vaguely. Strange voices answered, 

“Of course, my dear.” But Leila felt the girls didn’t really see her. They were looking towards the 

men. Why didn’t the men begin? What were they waiting for? There they stood, smoothing their 

gloves, patting their glossy hair and smiling among themselves. Then, quite suddenly, as if they had 

only just made up their minds that that was what they had to do, the men came gliding over the 

parquet. There was a joyful flutter among the girls. At that moment the band began playing. A great 

wave of music came flying over the gleaming floor, breaking the groups into couples, scattering 

them, sending them spinning.  
 

“Ours, I think --------- ” Someone bowed, smiled, and offered his arm. His hand pressed her waist, 

and she floated away like a flower that is tossed into a pool.  

“Quite a good floor, isn’t it,” drawled a faint voice close to her ear,  

“I think it’s most beautifully slippery,” said Leila. There was a tiny pause before the voice echoed 

“Oh, quite!” and she was swung round again. He steered so beautifully. That was the great 

difference between dancing with girls and men, Leila decided. Girls banged into each other and 

stamped on each other’s feet.  

 

The azaleas were separate flowers no longer; they were pink and white flags streaming by. Her feet 

glided, glided. The lights, the azaleas, the dresses, the pink faces, the velvet chairs, all became one 

beautiful flying wheel. “Were you at the Bell’s last week?” the voice came again. 

“No, this is my first dance,” said she.  

Her partner gave a little gasping laugh. “Oh, I say,” he protested.  

“Yes, it is really the first dance I’ve ever been to.” It was such a relief to be able to tell somebody. 

“You see, I’ve lived in the country all my life up till now …” 

 

At that moment the music stopped and they went to sit on two chairs against the wall. Leila tucked 

her pink satin feet under and fanned herself, while she blissfully watched the other couples passing 

and disappearing through the swing doors. It was thrilling. Her first ball! It seemed to her that she 

had never known what the night was like before. Up till now it had been dark, silent, mournful 

somehow. Solemn. And now it would never be like that again – it had opened dazzling bright. 

Almost immediately the band started and her second partner seemed to spring from the ceiling.  

 

 

Adapted from Her First Ball by Katherine Mansfield  

 

*1 azaleas – brightly coloured flowers  
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1. a. Underline the correct answer.                                                                    

        This passage is written in the first person / third person narrative.                         ½ mark [      ] 

 

     b. Setting is created in the first paragraph.                                                                  ½ mark [      ]              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Where does the story take place? Quote a phrase which shows this.   

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.      The relationship between Leila and her cousin Meg is brought out in the first two lines of  

          paragraph 2.  Discuss this relationship paying particular attention to my little country cousin  

          and she’s under my wing.                                                                                        1 mark [      ]                                                         

 

          ___________________________________________________________________________       

  

           __________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                   

                                                                                                               

3.       a.   A great wave of music came flying over the gleaming floor …                        2 marks [      ] 

 

What figure of speech is used in the above sentence?  Comment on its effectiveness. 

 

          ___________________________________________________________________________ 

          ___________________________________________________________________________ 

   

b. Quote an example of alliteration from the last three lines of paragraph 2.     1 mark [      ] 

 

          ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

4.      When Leila starts to dance, she floated away like a flower that is tossed in a pool. 

                                                                                             

          What figure of speech is being used in the above phrase?                                      1 mark [      ]                                           

 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.      How do the first three lines of paragraph 4 perfectly bring out the way in which Leila sees                          

         things around her while dancing? What is all the scene compared to?                  2 marks [      ] 

 

           __________________________________________________________________________ 

          ___________________________________________________________________________ 

     

 6.     In the last paragraph, we read that Leila’s idea of what the night was changed after her first  

         dance. Using your own words and supporting your answer with quotes, explain how the  

         author brings out this change.                                                                                 2 marks [      ] 

 

          __________________________________________________________________________ 

          ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


